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insult. Fifteen months passed away while the king continued in
a state of aberration. At last he began to amend in November,
1453. and seemed to awake as from a long dream. The preceding
year he had not taken the least notice of the prince when he was
presented to him, to the great anguish of Margaret. Henry's
recognition of the infant is thus related by a witness. "On
Monday at noon the queen came to him, and brought my lord
prince with her. Then the king asked,' What the prince's name
was ?' and the queen told him,* Edward;' and then he held up his
hands, and thanked God thereof. And he said he never knew him
tiH that time, nor wist what was said to him, nor wist where he
had been whilst he had been sick, till now. And he asked who
were the godfathers ? and the queen told him, and he was well
content. And she told him cardinal Kemp was dead, and he said
he never knew of it till this time. Then he said, * One of the wisest
lords in this land was dead/ And my lord of Winchester [bishop]
and my lord of St. John of Jerusalem were with him the morrow
after Twelfth-day, and he did speak to them as well as ever he
did; and when they came out they wept for joy. And he saith he
is in charity with all the world, and so he would all the lords were."
His son was then fifteen months old, and as beautiful an infant as
ever was beheld. The king resumed his devout attention to
religion, which had been interrupted during his calamity.

Margaret took prompt measures for Henry's restoration to the
sovereign authority, by causing him to be conveyed, though still
very weak, to the house of lords, where he dissolved the parliament,
and the duke of Somerset was immediately released and reinstated
in political power. The triumph of the queen and her party was
short-lived. The duke of York raised an army on the marches of
Wales, and aided by his wife's kinsmen, Salisbury and Warwick,
drew near London, with the intention of surprising the king there.
King Henry had courage, as this day proved, but his holy nature
revolted fi'om bloodshed. He sent a message to the duke of York,
to ask ** wherefore he eame in hostile array against him ?*' York
replied that " He would not lay down his arms unless the duke of
Somerset was delivered up to justice." Henry for once in his life
manifested something of the fiery temperament of a Plantagenet.
With an angry oath, he affirmed that " He would deliver up his
crown as soon as ho would the duke of Somerset/' The earl of
Warwick, who commanded York's van-guard, commenced the
attack. The battle lasted but an hour. The king's army, made
up oj! gentlemen, was inferior in numbers, and pent up in the
town of St. Albans. Desperate fighting eifeued in the narrow
streets, Somerset fell The king, who stood lander his own